
By Ben Schools

In the current booming real estate and 
home-building market of Charleston, it is 
difficult to imagine there was ever a time 
when a hardware store could hang a sign on its 
door that read “Gone fishing.” But Christine 
Foxworth Reilly insists her father did just that 
— when the bite was on. Yet in the same store, 
he would welcome good friends and faraway 
visitors alike, indiscriminately applying sincere 
attention to each person nearby. His business 
became a community fixture sharing in the 
inviting Charleston attitude. Today its rela-
tionship-driven outlook remains in Christine’s 
charge. 

Colonel Gene Foxworth opened Foxworth’s 
Hardware on Church Street in downtown 
Charleston in the 1970s. After a long career 
in the Marines, he spent his retirement still 
working. Christine was about 14 years old and 
spent time in the store while not paying much 
mind to the business itself. She says, “It was 
really not on my radar at all. I just enjoyed be-

ing with my dad.”
Foxworth’s was the first boutique hardware 

store in the United States. Severin Fayerman, 
a Holocaust survivor and the original owner of 
Baldwin Hardware, came up with the idea of 
boutique hardware stores. Somehow, he con-
nected with Col. Foxworth and came to stay at 
their house. They developed a plan, and Fox-
worth’s became the first Baldwin showroom 
in the U.S. Gradually, Foxworth’s brought in 
other products to meet people’s needs. 

At the time, decorative hardware was a lux-
ury — Charleston didn’t renovate like it does 
now. Christine says, “Back then, you might fix 
things here and there, but now there’s constant 
renovation.” Houses were simpler and less 
detail-oriented, so they stocked other, more 
basic products that weren’t too high-end.

The store was at 102 Church St., and tour-
ism produced a large portion of the clientele. 
Foxworth’s would supply houses even as far 
away as Canada and coordinate hardware 
needs over the phone. Col. Foxworth would

Continued on page five.
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Whether it's setting legislative priorities, proposing a bipartisan bill or catching a wave, S.C. State Senator Campsen has what it takes.

IMAGE BY BEN SCHOOLS
Christine Foxworth Reilly grew up in the 
decorative hardware business.

By Emily Havener

Senator Chip Campsen is a 
perfect example of the phrase 
“still waters run deep.” This state 
senator has a reputation for pro-
ductivity and speaking out when 
necessary, but he doesn’t court the 
spotlight. During his tenure in the 
South Carolina State Senate, he 
has been a wise and some might 
say prescient voice. He was the 
only senator to vote against the 
Base Load Review Act, a law that 
led directly to the $25 billion V.C. 
Summer Nuclear Plant debacle 
and the higher power bills South 
Carolinians will pay for decades 

to come. As an outdoorsman 
and conservationist, he has also 
championed alternative energy, in 
particular solar, well before it was 
something his party was willing to 
consider.

So where does Senator Camps-
en get his measured wisdom and 
his powerful productivity? One 
source is Edmund Burke, a UK 
Member of Parliament and mem-
ber of the House of Commons in 
the late 1700s. Burke was also a 
political philosopher — the great-
est ever, according to Campsen: 
“He single-handedly kept the 
French Revolution from spilling 
over into Great Britain and the 
rest of Europe.”

Burke was a strong believer in 
traditional institutions of culture 
curtailing human behavior, in 
particular where laws cannot. The 
difference between the French and 
American revolutions, Campsen 
says, is that America “held in def-
erence the institutions that came 
before it,” but the French Revolu-
tion destroyed everything that had 
come before to start from scratch. 

“It ended in disaster,” accord-
ing to Campsen. “I see elements 
akin to the French Revolution at 
work in this country in both the 
right and left, particularly this 
year. So I think we need to have 
a return to the ideal of paying 
deference to what’s gone before us 

— making improvements on the 
margins over time but respecting 
the separation of powers doctrine, 
federalism, things that limit gov-
ernment, institutions that govern 
the ungovernable, the family and 
church and civic groups, these lit-
tle democratic organizations.”

Thus our problem as a nation 
is cultural, not political, although 
it manifests itself in the political 
realm. Campsen thinks about it 
like natural selection. He makes 
the comparison to turkey hens 
and poults he sees on a hunting-
property he owns and manages. 
The poults do exactly what their 

Continued on page six.

Love is a hurtin’ thing
As readers may recall, Valentine’s 

Day has been a hurtin’ thing since 
Lou Rawls left us 15 years ago; 
however, we worked his crooning into 
a love song Wizard that readers will 
enjoy. Please sing a little amoré on 
page 12.

No SEWE but …
February in Charleston is bereft of 

the festive Southeastern Wildlife Ex-
position, and that bumming out many 
outdoor enthusiasts. First, make plans 
to buy tickets in advance for 2022 
SEWE. Second, this cultural vacuum 
nudges us to follow the Rambler’s 
longtime counsel about visiting Bear 
Island to see the waterfowl, includ-
ing the tundra swans. Take a picnic 
and binoculars. Many other wildlife 
viewing areas are available across the 
state and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources has a website that can 
guide you in the right direction. Get 
going before the hot weather humbles 
the most earnest of the outdoor sorts.

It all adds up. 
Our team recently paid a visit to 

the Charleston Animal Society’s Re-
mount Road headquarters and were 
blown away by the sheer number of 
operations they have under one roof. 
As you may know, the Charleston 
Animal Society shelters more than 
90 percent of the homeless animals 
in Charleston County; they’ve been a 
No Kill facility for eight years; they’ve 
spayed/neutered over 75,000 animals; 
in 2021 they are celebrating their 
147th year; and the Rambler hopes 
you’ll pick a big dollar number to 
donate to their worthy efforts. 
Lubricating the unemployment line

Speaking of big dollars, we know 
the conservative job loss estimate 
from stopping the Keystone Pipe-
line hovers near 1,000, but that is 
small change compared to the one 
million jobs lost due to the federal 
leasing ban, according to the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute. Critics of 
the API say they inflate the job loss 
estimates. Nonetheless, if the API is 
only ten percent correct, 10,000 high-
paying jobs will go the way of those 
at Keystone and will not easily be 
replaced by solar panels largely made 
in China. John Kerry and others tell 
us to believe all will be well as the 
Biden administration rolls out a green 
new deal that relies on coordinating 
government action, a skeptical private 
sector (read Solyndra) and heavy 
pressure from environmentalists and 
the progressive wing of the Demo-
cratic Party. We welcome clean green 
jobs; however, the private sector must 
direct the pace of change for the sake 
of economic stability.

Well wishes to Sarah Ambler
Turning to news we can all cel-

ebrate, we would like to wish Sarah 
Pinckney Ambler a belated happy 
97th birthday. Mrs. Ambler is a long-
time reader and dear friend of this 
newspaper. We send lots of socially 
distant cheers and hugs.

Making a legacy shine: Foxworth’s Decorative Hardware

Your home is more than a building or an address. It’s where you experience life, 
family, connection, growth. Your home should be as exceptional as you are, and 
as you are going to be. For a lifestyle inspired by your potential, there is only 
Daniel Ravenel Sotheby’s International Realty.

For those who seek an 
exceptional life
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Continued from page one.

mother does — but what if one 
of the poults decides to go off on 
its own? “It might last two hours,” 
Campsen says. “That hen is the 
repository of the collective wis-
dom of all of ‘turkeydom.’ Natural 
selection has made her so. She has 
survived by mimicking what other 
turkeys before her have done. Insti-
tutions and value systems that have 
been handed down to us are the 
repository of the collective wisdom 
of the ages, and we cannot discard 
them with impunity.”

This philosophy informs his 
plan for the 2021 legislative 
year, and his top issues are likely 
to resonate with voters; his top 
priority involves state and local 
governments’ COVID-19 response 
during the past year.

Currently South Carolina’s state 
of emergency has been extended 
every two weeks by Governor Mc-
Master since March of 2020. This 
is a function of a current law that 
requires state legislature to approve 
the measure within 15 days, or it 
ceases to exist. When this applied 
to situations like hurricanes, the 
time frame was usually realistic; ei-
ther the state of emergency ended 
within 15 days, or the governor, 
like other governors before him, 
occasionally created a slightly dif-
ferent reason to call another state 
of emergency.

But with the state of emergency 
continuing for months, the stress 
points of the law were revealed. 
“Often it’s impossible for the leg-
islature to act,” Campsen explains. 
“There are times we are not in ses-
sion and cannot come into session. 
Right now the legislature has no 
ability to effect a state of emer-

gency because of the way the cur-
rent law is drafted.” This leaves too 
much power in the hands of the 
executive branch of government.

Campsen has, therefore, intro-
duced the Emergency Order Bal-
ance of Powers Act, which would 
not require the state legislature 
to sanction a state of emergency 
but would introduce the power to 
terminate it. He says Governor 
McMaster is supportive of this bill 
and wants to work together on get-
ting it passed.

“It’s important that the gover-
nor have emergency powers and 
not the legislature,” Campsen says, 
citing John Locke’s Second Trea-
tise on Government, which argues 
that emergency powers are vested 
with the chief executive because 
he or she has a singular will, unlike 
the legislative body. “It takes us a 
while to decide on anything, so you 
really do need the chief executive 
vested with emergency powers, 
but if those powers are abused or 
unwarranted then the legislature 
can step in and terminate the state 
of emergency. That’s part of the 
checks and balances between the 
two branches. It’s really the separa-
tion of powers that preserves lib-
erty. You don’t concentrate political 
power; you diffuse it.”

A subcommittee to look at this 
issue has been formed, but Camps-
en says it’ll take time and effort. 
“We have a lot of debates about 
how some of the local governments 
exercised their emergency pow-
ers during the past year. When it 
comes to local government exercis-
ing emergency powers, this area of 
law is actually very sparse. Overall 
this is a big piece of government 
restructuring.”

The Beachfront Management 

Reform Act is another of Camps-
en’s sponsored pieces legislation. 
He authorized the bill in 2018 
requiring SCDHEC’s Ocean & 
Coastal Resource Management 
(OCRM) to reestablish the juris-
dictional lines that determine how 
far development can reach. 

“I was very proud of that piece 
of legislation,” he says. “We had 
not a single dissenting vote — 
property owners, environmental-
ists, legislators all agreed.” A blue 
ribbon committee was set up to 
determine how to get a better 
primary dune definition and to 
establish a baseline when an exten-
sive stable dune system exists but 
is not big enough to be a primary 
dune, which usually sets develop-
ment boundaries. “That bill is in 
subcommittee now, the final tweak 
of the whole reform act movement. 
It’s very important to the public 
that enjoys the beach and to the 
property owners whose rights are 
affected.”

And when it comes to the natu-
ral habitat, solar energy is always 
on the senator’s radar. He’s most 
excited about the potential for solar 
farms to become wildlife habitats, 
marrying the Lowcountry’s passion 
for conservation with a passion for 
green energy in a way that reduces 
costs to solar farm owners. Most 
solar farms are hundreds of acres 
and require expensive and envi-
ronmentally unfriendly mowing of 
grass or placement of gravel. The 
Department of Natural Resources 
has developed techniques that will 
allow solar farms to be certified 
as wildlife and pollinator friendly 
habitats. Small wildlife can eat and 
build a habitat in certain grasses 
that will not interfere with the 
solar panels, making these farms 

doubly pro-
ductive.

And speak-
ing of en-
ergy, Campsen 
remains 
concerned 
about San-
tee Cooper’s 
future. As he 
has written 
in multiple 
op-eds, he is 
neutral on the 
issue of selling 
the utility 
company or 
allowing it 
to continue 
under its own 
restructured 
management, 
preferring to 
allow compe-
tition between 
purchase 
and manage-
ment offers 
and Santee 
Cooper’s own 
reform plan. 

“Dan Ray 
took advantage of historically 
low interest rates and did a pretty 
sophisticated transaction that only 
someone like him could conceive 
and reduced their debt service 
dramatically. I don’t know why he’s 
being criticized.” Less debt makes 
Santee Cooper more appealing to 
prospective buyers as well as more 
viable on its own.

Campsen, as a lawmaker, returns 
to fundamental constitutional 
principles of limited government, 
division of power and individual 
liberty, along with respect for tradi-
tion, values and institutions. He 

says as a country, together, America 
needs to return to these as well.

This is not to say we don’t 
change, he cautions. “There needs 
to be change, but slow, gradual 
change over time. Republicans and 
Democrats alike are guilty of not 
respecting the institutions handed 
down to us by our forefathers. 
Some of it is bad, but some of it is 
collective wisdom of the ages. We 
discard and reject it at our own 
peril. It’s the height of arrogance 
to think you can remake human-
ity and human institution in one 
generation.”

Campsen, cont.

Charleston-produced Holocaust survivor story set to air on PBS
By Ben Schools

The Holocaust Education Film Foundation, headed by 
producer Ron Small, is set to air its newest survivor docu-
mentary “I Danced for the Angel of Death: The Dr. Edith 
Eva Eger Story” through PBS on national public television. 
This is the latest in a series of interviews with remaining 
Holocaust survivors that began with Joe Engel in 2017. 
Since then, the foundation has ensured that numerous stories 
stay alive, and the laudable initiative is based right here in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

In 2019, a colleague sent Ron a book called The Choice 
written by Dr. Edith Eger, and he devoured every word of 
what he calls “one of the best Holocaust books ever writ-
ten.” Published in 24 languages, the book catapulted the 
93-year-old practicing psychologist into a high-profile status, 
allowing her incredible survival story to reach countless peo-
ple around the globe. Dr. Eger has even appeared on Oprah 
Winfrey’s show to discuss the New York Times bestseller. 

At the same time Ron read Dr. Eger’s story, his com-
munication with an associate in San Diego led him to edit 
a video in which Dr. Eger appeared. He immediately asked 
to be connected with her, but given her packed schedule and 
slew of gatekeepers, this was no simple task. After multiple 
months, Ron reached her on a Zoom call, arranged for an 
interview and found himself sitting across from her a few 
months later in California. Although the process had proven 
difficult, it was more than worth it.

Ron spent two days with arguably the most famous Holo-
caust survivor in the world. He describes her as an exception-
ally warm and inviting woman, and felt as though he made 
a new best friend. The foundation’s West Coast director of 
photography, Felix Arceneaux, filmed the entire interview 
before Ron categorized different parts and pieced them 
together into a story.

Edith Eva Eger was born in Hungary to her mother, a 
civil servant, and her father, a tailor. In 1944, she and her 
family were sent to Auschwitz. Her parents were sent to 
the gas chambers, but she, only a teenager, was directed to a 
different line with her sister. Through bravery and unfettered 
will, they stayed alive. In the documentary, Edie tells of danc-
ing for Josef Mengele, the Angel of Death, who in turn gave 
her bread, which she shared with some other girls — an act 
of kindness that later saved her life. 

Toward the end of the war, Edith and other prisoners had 
been moved to Austria. On May 4, 1945, a young American 

soldier noticed her hand moving slightly among a number 
of dead bodies. He quickly summoned medical help and 
brought her back from the brink of death.

After the war, Edith moved to Czechoslovakia, where she 
met her husband. They moved to the United States in 1949. 
She received her degree in psychology from the University of 
Texas, El Paso, in 1969 before pursuing her doctoral intern-
ship at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort 
Bliss, Texas.

Dr. Eger has a clinical practice in La Jolla, California, and 
holds a faculty appointment at the University of Califor-
nia, San Diego. Besides The Choice, she recently published 
another book called The Gift within the past year.

Speaking about the upcoming film, Ron says, “It’s a rivet-

ing story and I hope that people are moved by it.”
Dr. Eger’s documentary was planned to premiere in 

Charleston at the end of April 2020 in conjunction with an 
appearance by Dr. Eger herself, but that was postponed due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. The original funding dissolved; 
however, the Holocaust Education Film Foundation lead-
ers remained hard at work trying to keep the project afloat. 
Eventually they were able to gather the funds from other 
sources like the Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social 
Justice at Queens University. Stan Greenspon contributed 
a significant donation that really served as the impetus for 
accelerating this project again, and Talli Dippold, the center’s 
associate director and granddaughter of four Holocaust 
survivors, played a huge role in its success. She even flew out 
to California to meet Dr. Eger with Ron.

Coincidentally during this intermission period, Ron was 
introduced to Alan Moskin, a 94-year-old World War II vet-
eran of Patton’s Army, 71st infantry, whose battalion liberated 
the camp that Dr. Eger was in. Out of the staggering number 
of concentration camps — about 44,000 in all — this was a 
lesser-known camp called Gunskirchen Lager, a subcamp of 
Mauthausen. 

Moskin was an 18-year-old soldier when he entered that 
camp; in his interview with Ron, he related his own recollec-
tion of that day and the images of the horrific reality inside. 
Moskin didn't know Dr. Eger at the time of liberation, but 
his memory of it is now given alongside hers in the docu-
mentary. 

Through a laborious process looking for broadcasting 
avenues, Ron ended up at WLRN, a PBS Station in Miami, 
Florida. WLRN general manager John LaBonia and execu-
tive producer Adrienne Kennedy embraced the program. 
Three weeks ago, they released word that PBS will nationally 
air “I Danced for the Angel of Death: The Dr. Edith Eva 
Eger Story,” which is supposed to coincide with Holocaust 
Remembrance Day on April 8, 2021. Depending on the 
television station, the date may vary by a couple of days.

Ron says, “In the end, this is a feel-good story — it’s not 
meant to depress viewers. It’s meant to be uplifting. These 
people lived to tell the tale.”

From concentration camp to world-renowned psycholo-
gist and author, Dr. Edith Eger has defied all prognoses of 
limitation. Her story should be celebrated, and it will soon air 
in homes across the United States of America. Let us con-
tinue to support efforts like the Holocaust Education Film 
Foundation to preserve these voices and incredible stories for 
future generations.
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Catching and releasing a tarpon. 
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Dr. Edith Eva Eger.


